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          F-35 reaches full-rate production benchmark
  
  
          Vanessa Montalbano    
          March 12, 2024    
          The F-35 Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter today received approval to enter milestone C, or full-rate production, marking a final step for what has become one of the Defense Department's most cost-intensive and delayed programs.


  
  

    

  
  
  
  
  
  





      
  
        
  
  
      
        
      
          NGI funding slashed in FY-25; announcement on early downselect appears imminent
  
  
          Jason Sherman    
          March 12, 2024    
          The Defense Department is poised for a major announcement on the Next Generation Interceptor competition -- likely picking a winner in the two-way race between Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman much earlier than planned -- in the wake of a steep funding cut to the project in the Pentagon's fiscal year 2025 budget request.


  
  

  
      
          Space Force seeks to fund on-orbit refueling, servicing research
  
  
          Shelley K. Mesch    
          March 12, 2024    
          The Space Force is planning to begin funding on-orbit servicing to increase the potential life and maneuverability of military satellites, Chief of Space Operations Gen. Chance Saltzman said today.


  
  

  
      
          Navy budget reflects delays in Constellation-class frigate program
  
  
          Nick Wilson    
          March 12, 2024    
          The lead ship in the Constellation-class frigate program, FFG-62, is now expected to deliver in December 2027, according to the Navy's fiscal year 2025 budget documents, a 15-month delay compared to the September 2026 date listed in the prior year's budget.


  
  

  
      
          MDA seeks $465M for new Guam command center, initial radar and launcher site
  
  
          Jason Sherman    
          March 12, 2024    
          The Missile Defense Agency wants to build on Guam a new facility to house a state-of-the-art command center the size of New York's Guggenheim Museum to control a new 360-degree enhanced integrated air and missile defense to shield the U.S. territory from Chinese cruise, ballistic and hypersonic missile threats.


  
  

  
      
          DOD preps $300M aid package for Ukraine; warns of $10B deficit in replenishment funds
  
  
          Tony Bertuca    
          March 12, 2024    
          The Defense Department, tapping savings from several Army contracts covering ammunition and the Joint Light Tactical Vehicle, is preparing to make a $300 million weapons transfer to Ukraine even as Congress remains stalled over a proposed supplemental appropriation needed to replenish U.S. stocks.
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          DOD releases Military Intelligence Program requested topline budget
  
  
          The Defense Department announced today that the Military Intelligence Program's topline budget request for fiscal year 2025 is $28.2 billion.


  
  
          Tue, 3:51 PM  
  

  
      
          The INSIDER daily digest -- March 12, 2024
  
  
          This Tuesday INSIDER Daily Digest has continuing coverage of the Pentagon's fiscal year 2025 budget request.


  
  
          Tue, 2:01 PM  
  

  
      
          The INSIDER daily digest -- March 11, 2024
  
  
          The bulk of this Monday INSIDER Daily Digest has coverage of the Pentagon's fiscal year 2025 budget request.


  
  
          Mon, 3:36 PM  
  

  
      
          The week ahead
  
  
          The White House is scheduled to submit the fiscal year 2025 defense budget request to Congress this week. Senior defense officials will also testify on Capitol Hill.


  
  
          Mon, 5:00 AM  
  

  
      
          DOD establishes new counter-drone group
  
  
          The Defense Department has established a new “warfighter senior integration group” to focus on the “urgent and growing threat posed by uncrewed weapon systems,” according to chief Pentagon spokesman Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder.
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Want defense business news delivered straight to your inbox?

Inside Defense's free weekly feature, the Defense Business Briefing, offers the latest in defense industry news.

Read and sign up today ⇨
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          Air Force predicts 'continued decline' in future year budget requests
  
  
          Vanessa Montalbano    
          and Shelley K. Mesch    
          March 12, 2024    
          While the fiscal year 2025 budget request includes what Air Force Secretary Frank Kendall called "tough decisions" to balance procurement and research, development, test and evaluation funds, the service's real budgetary challenges will come in future years.
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          DARPA's FY-25 budget justification book
  
  
          March 12, 2024    
          On March 12, 2024 the Pentagon released the fiscal year 2025 budget justification book for the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency.
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          Key reform commission's final report looks to restructure DOD's 60s-era budgeting system

Inside the Navy's $2B plan to surge solid-rocket motor production and revitalize a historic arsenal

Public Citizen draws attention to uncertainty around U.S. use of autonomous weapons

New cyber operational assessment program launched
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          Inside the Navy's $2B plan to surge solid-rocket motor production and revitalize a historic arsenal

Lawmakers signal little tolerance of VCS procurement reductions in FY-25 budget cycle

Del Toro: U.S. shipbuilding stands to benefit from foreign investment

Pentagon moves to implement 'near-term' budget planning system overhaul    

    

  
  
  
  
      
      More Navy News ⇨
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          Air Force to make KC-46A follow-on decision this summer

Pentagon moves to implement 'near-term' budget planning system overhaul

STRATCOM eyes re-MIRVing current ICBM, 'uploading' as hedge against modernization delays

DOD acquisition chief predicts surge in counter-drone production; investment protected in FY-25    
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          Money spent on FARA was not a 'waste,' Army officials tell lawmakers

Army targeting FY-25 for milestone C on Chinook Block II

Army preparing to stand up deep-sensing, cross-functional team

Army is 'OK' with non-standard buys    
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          Pentagon issues final rule to expand defense industrial base cyber program eligibility    
          The Defense Department has finalized a rulemaking to expand eligibility requirements for its defense industrial base information sharing program.
    

  
      
          American Gas Association urges DOD to consider potential regulatory overlap with CMMC program and other cyber policies    
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          Navy budget reflects delays in Constellation-class frigate program    
          The lead ship in the Constellation-class frigate program, FFG-62, is now expected to deliver in December 2027, according to the Navy's fiscal year 2025 budget documents, a 15-month delay compared to the September 2026 date listed in the prior year's budget.
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          The Defense Department announced today that the Military Intelligence Program's topline budget request for fiscal year 2025 is $28.2 billion.
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          DOD announces new 'strategic capital' investment strategy    
          The Defense Department's fledgling Office of Strategic Capital has released its first investment strategy intended to "catalyze" private investment in technology industries deemed critical to national security.
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          Hicks says Replicator slated to be funded at $1B between FY-24 and FY-25    
          Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks announced plans to spend around $1 billion on the Replicator initiative over fiscal years 2024 and 2025 during a budget briefing today at the Pentagon.
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          Space Force seeks to fund on-orbit refueling, servicing research    
          The Space Force is planning to begin funding on-orbit servicing to increase the potential life and maneuverability of military satellites, Chief of Space Operations Gen. Chance Saltzman said today.
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